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THE NATURAL GARDENER
NEWSLETTER

Wasn’t that an incredible Olympic February.  Not just because Canada did so well or because the
amazing athletes of the competition were so inspiring but also, and most importantly to us
gardeners, because spring came about a month early.  I’m thinking this past February was one of
the warmest on record.  Which leads us into March and its promise of new growth and new
opportunities in the garden.  Almost all the spring growing/flowering plants in the garden are
already up, growing and blooming.  Ornamental plum & cherry trees are in full bloom, magnolias
are getting ready to burst into flower, daffodils are blooming and trilliums & anemones are
bursting out of the ground.  Not to mention all the fabulous hellebores adding their glorious
blooms to our gardens.  In my garden the clematis are already starting to clamber through my
lattice work, my miniature climbing rose has been sending out new shoots for weeks now, my
slightly suggestive looking Arisaema ‘Sikokianum’ is getting ready to start unfurling its leaves and
my Brunnera ‘Jack Frost’ is covered in its forget-me-not like flowers.  This is when I really start
getting excited about the new gardening season and all the wonderful plants I will be bringing in
for you.  I can hardly wait to get started and I hope you feel the same way.

In this issue I will be talking about more new plants for 2010, the Plant of the Month, Garden
tours, growing Pleiones, Pruning Roses, Garden Classes, Safety in the Garden and of course the
To Do List.

Enjoy!

Bob

Gardening is a matter of your enthusiasm holding up until your
back gets used to it.  ~Author Unknown

PRUNING ROSES
Pruning roses correctly always seem to be one of those difficult chores that I really didn’t look
forward to but knew was necessary if I wanted them to remain healthy. I think I’ve finally got it
figured out and thought I would share it with you. First off pruning roses depends on the type of
rose you have so here are the different categories and how to prune them.

Hybrid Teas
A good example of a hybrid tea is Fragrant Cloud. On the coast here you should prune your
roses sometime in February or early March, usually coinciding with the forsythia bloom although
you can prune earlier if you want. First off remove all old, diseased or winter-damaged canes
cutting back to healthy wood. Once you have done that you want to create a somewhat cup
shaped plant by removing any canes growing into the centre of the plant. This helps create better
air circulation resulting in less powdery mildew and black spot. Then prune back the remaining
canes down to 3 to 5 outward facing buds.

Floribundas and Grandifloras
An example of a floribunda is Sexy Rexy and an example of grandiflora is Queen Elizabeth. They
are pruned in February or early March. Remove all criss-crossed stems, and prune the remaining
stems down to 5 to 7 outward facing buds leaving the centre stems longer than the outer ones to
form the desired shaped plant. Pruning the canes at different lengths will help to insure
continuous blooming.
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Ramblers
A good example of a rambler is Albertine. Ramblers grow a completely new set of blooming
canes each year. The flowers are formed on year old canes, which should be cut back to within 2-
3 inches of their base when they are finished blooming. This will allow the plant to devote its
energy into producing the new shoots that will bear the next years flowers.

Climbers
A good example of a climber is Madame Alfred Carriere. Do not prune climbing roses until they
are two or three years old. This allows long canes to develop from which flowering lateral
branches will develop. Remove 1 or two canes that are older than three years each year and trim
lateral branches down to two or three buds. Remove and dead or diseased canes at anytime.

Shrub Roses
A good example of a shrub rose is Frau Dagmar Hastrup. Shrub roses are pruned in the spring
just to thin them out and/or shape them. You can prune up to _ of the old, unproductive canes
down to the base. Do not prune after flowering except to dead head.

Ground cover Roses
A good example of a ground cover rose is the White Carpet Rose. You prune ground cover roses
just to keep them under control. The Carpet Roses can be pruned back to 10 to 12 inches.

Shrub rose ‘Michel Trudeau’

Climbing rose ‘New Dawn’
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Grow Pleiones in Your Own Backyard!

Pleiones are exquisite hardy orchids that you can grow in containers outside or in your garden,
provided you plant them in partial shade and ensure excellent drainage. I prefer to grow them in
pots and believe me they add a touch of the exotic to any garden. We will have several different
hybrids available over the month of April.

Planting
Pleiones will grow satisfactorily in ordinary potting soil provided there is good bottom drainage.
Most mature pleiones like to be planted with the bottom of the bulb resting just below the surface.
Leave about 7 cm of the old roots on the adult bulb to anchor it until the new roots take hold.
Planting should be done after fall dormancy and before the first indication of growth appears
(from January to April, depending on the species). If bulbs become very wrinkled before blooms
appear, start watering from the bottom of the container only (“saucer” style watering) to
encourage the roots to grow downward. For garden plantings, the moisture deep in the soil
naturally encourages the roots to grow downward.

Growing (summer) season
Pleiones must be kept moist at all times during the growing season. When leaves are starting to
form (shortly after blooming), start watering more heavily and begin fertilizing with liquid organic
fertilizer every other watering throughout summer to maintain continuous moisture and fertilizing.
In late July, switch to a bloom booster fertilizer.

Dormant (winter) season
When leaves start to turn yellow in the fall, stop all fertilizer and water as the plant is going into
winter dormancy. At this time leaves will start to fall off. Watch for “bulbils” (see Propagating
below). For all outdoor plantings, you must also cover the bulbs with approximately 8 cm of
coarse mulch (i.e. pine needles) and a waterproof covering supported over top of the mulch (stiff
plastic or glass sheeting) for the winter. Because pleiones go dormant in the winter, plants in
gardens and containers must be kept DRY until blooming occurs (from March until May,
depending on the species). The mulch and waterproof sheeting must stay over the bulbs from
leaf fall until bud initiation, at which time you remove the mulch but leave the sheeting on till
blooming starts. When the bloom is full, remove the waterproof sheeting and proceed with
watering and fertilization—see Growing (summer) season above.

Propagating
Bulbils are tiny plantlets, which form at the apex of the bulbs in the fall and look like skinny tiny
green onions with a small “hook” on the top of the leaf. This hook acts like a burr so be careful
that the hooked bulbils do not stick to the dead leaves when you are removing them. You can
collect the tiny bulbils, store them in paper bags, and plant them out in containers (separately
from mature bulbs) in the spring with the bulb end down but not covered by earth. In two to three
years, you will have mature plants from your bulbils.
Pleione Tongariro.

Pleione Tongariro. Exquisite!
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

Pulmonaria ‘Silver Bouquet’

Having a mostly shade garden I am always looking for plants that will add a little sparkle to it.
With ‘Silver Bouquet’ I know I’ve found another one. It is easily the most handsome and prolific
lungwort I have seen with larger and more abundant blooms than most others, held just above
silver leaves mottled and watermarked with bright green. The flowers start out pink and change to
blue as they age giving a wonderful multi-hued effect.  It is a perfect choice for the front of the
shade border and being low-growing it will spread agreeably over time, increasing its flower show
as well as its elegant rosettes of foliage.

Plant this beauty in partial shade and provide it with moist but excellently drained soil.  Through
the warm months, the roots should remain cool.  A heavy mulch, applied in spring and reapplied
in summer, is recommended. But even if the plant struggles in hot summers, it can be cut back
and will reappear, invigorated, with no harm done.

Zone: 4
Soil: Moist, very well-drained
Light: Part shade to full sun here on the coast
Height: 8 inches
Spread: 20 inches

One of the most delightful things about a garden is the
anticipation it provides.  ~W.E. Johns, The Passing Show
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MARCH GARDENING TO DO LIST

• Prune winter flowering shrubs and vines after blooming
• Plant summer and fall blooming bulbs
• Spray for peach leaf curl, peach leaf blight and canker
• Dormant spray fruit trees and roses if you haven’t already done so
• Plant ground covers
• Plant or repair lawns
• Plant grasses
• Plant roses
• Plant fruit trees
• Plant perennials
• Plant shrubs, trees and vines
• Plant warm season vegetables
• Continue any clean up that may have been interrupted by cold weather
• Start feeding your houseplants with an organic fertilizer
• Start feeding your trees, shrubs, perennials and vines with an organic fertilizer
• Look for interesting and unusual plants for your garden

It’s time to start back in the garden.  Getting some of these chores out of the way now will make
for a much more enjoyable spring later.  You’ll have time to find those special plants you’ve been
looking for and maybe join us for one of our garden tours.

CONTROLLING APHIDS

With the warmer than usual winter weather this year you just know that the bugs will be out in full
force earlier than ever.  Aphids in particular I think will be bad this year.  I’ve already caught them
on the new foliage of my climbing rose and on a Euphorbia.  So now is the time to start thinking
about getting them under control.  Here are several ways to do that:

Squishing

If you don’t have a lot of plants or too much of a problem, don a pair of gloves and run your
fingers up and down the stems of your plants squishing the aphids as you go.  It is strangely
satisfying.

Ladybugs

A tried and true method of aphid control.  Pick up your ladybugs at The Natural Gardener and
bring them home.  Spray down the plants in the area you want to release the ladybugs.  The best
time to release them is at dusk.  If it is not too large an area, cover the plants with a sheet or tarp
after releasing the ladybugs and leave on overnight.  Usually, within one week of releasing the
ladybugs the aphids should be under control.

Aphidoletes aphidimyza

Aphidoletes is a type of midge whose larvae feast on aphids.  Aphidoletes is probably your best
control for aphids feeding up in trees such as maples.  The aphidoletes are available as pupae
that come in a small box.  Place the box, opened, in the crotch of the affected tree(s) and as the
adults emerge from the pupae they will fly up into the tree and lay their eggs near the aphids.
The larvae feast on hundreds of aphids before pupating and starting the cycle all over again.
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STILL MORE PLANTS FOR 2010

Eryngium ‘Jade Frost’

This unusual selection of Sea Holly has
grey-green leaves edged in creamy white,
developing pink tones during the cooler
months. Stems and flower clusters are a rich
violet blue, appearing in early to
midsummer. It is tolerant of hot, dry sites,
and soils high in salts making it a good
candidate for the Gulf Islands.

Heuchera ‘Silver Lode’

This attractive Heuchera is the sister to
‘Raspberry Ice’, the difference being that
‘Silver Lodes’ flowers are white and more
floriforous.  It is a perfect perennial for the
shade garden forming a compact clump.  I
especially like it in a container.

Anemonella thalictroides

I’ve really become quite fond of
Anemonellas.  I’ve always liked anemones
but they don’t bloom for long.  The
anemonellas on the other hand, bloom for
up to 6 weeks which just adds so much
beauty to the early spring garden.  They look
delicate but are actually quite tough little
plants.  The new foliage is a wonderful
purple colour which contrasts beautifully with
the white flowers.  Try them under small
Japanese maples or rhododendrons.

Thalictrum ‘Black Stockings’

This new Thalictrum or Meadow Rue forms
a 6' tall clump of lacy green, deer-resistant
foliage topped with large, pink flower heads
highlighted by jet-black stems.  You are
going to love this in the back of your sunny
garden bed.  It grows easily in most any soil
type although you will get the best growth
from moist, well-drained soil.  Zone 5.
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Pachyphragma macrophyllum

This wonderful woodland plant from Free
Spirit Nursery is the perfect early spring
bloomer for underplanting with deciduous
trees.  It loves the spring sun but definitely
prefers summer shade.  It’s rounded, ruffled
leaves form a solid, weed-free, evergreen
ground cover. In the spring, elongating
shoots open to rounded heads of small four-
petaled white flowers. Plants remain in
bloom for nearly a month.  It will eventually
stand 12 to 18 inches high when in flower,
and spread in time to form clumps 2 to 3 feet
wide.

Chrysoplenium alternifolium

Another uncommon plant from Free Spirit
Nursery Chrysoplenium is an excellent
ground cover for the shade/woodland
garden.  It can take quite a bit of moisture so
is ideal as a ground cover around ponds and
bog gardens.  It flowers throughout the
spring with a height of about 8 inches.

Magnolia ‘Sunburst’

This deciduous magnolia is what I think to
be the nicest of all the yellow flowering
magnolias.  Sunburst has a pleasing
pyramidal shape eventually reaching 30 feet
high and 25 feet wide.  The fragrant, lemon
yellow flowers appear mid spring.

Heptacodium miconiodes – Seven Sons
Tree

Heptacodium is a rare, large shrub/small
tree originating from China where it may
now be extinct.  It can be grown as a multi-
stemmed shrub or trained into a single trunk
small tree.  It reaches a height of only 20
feet and a width of 10 feet, perfect for
smaller gardens.  The fragrant, creamy
white flowers appear in clusters of 7 in the
late summer and early fall followed by purple
fruit with purple-red calyxes.  It will grow well
in full sun to light shade.
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GARDEN TOURS
I love taking people on garden tours and sharing with them some of my favourite gardens to visit
and learn from.  Two years ago Bowen Island gardeners hosted the People, Plants and Places
tour and after a year off are once again opening their homes and gardens to the public.  It is a
great tour and one I don’t think you will want to miss.   I don’t think this is going to be all the
garden tours this season so stay tuned for more information on upcoming tours.

The Susan Koelink Garden

Susan Koelink is once again generously sharing her wonderful garden with us.  The hardscaping
was designed by Ron Rule but the plantings are all Susan.  There are choice plants everywhere
you look and wonderful surprises around every corner.  This is the first time we are touring
Susan’s garden in mid spring with all the lovely spring flowering plants out in full beauty.  Susan’s
garden has been featured in several garden magazines and was included on the Ballet BC
Home & Garden Tour in 2006.  Not to be missed.

Date: Thursday, April 22, 2010 & August 19th, 2010
Time: 6:00 pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

The tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After the tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for you to enjoy.

Darts Hill Garden Park Tour

Darts Hill Garden Park is a unique legacy that was donated to the citizens of the City of Surrey
by Edwin and Francisca Darts. It consists of 7.5 acres of horticultural richness without equal in
North America for its variety of rare and precious plants, shrubs and trees, having been
developed over the past 55 years.

Date: Thursday, April 29th, 2010
Time: 10:00am to Noon
Cost: $15.00 plus the cost of gas

I have booked for 12 people so don’t delay in booking. We will meet at The Natural Gardener at
9:00 am and arrive at the Gardens for our 10:00am start. We will car pool and if you are
interested in driving please let me know.  We should be back at the store by 1:00pm.
This is a beautiful, historical garden and a well informed guided tour. I hope you can make it.

FREE SPIRIT NURSERY

Free Spirit Nursery is owned and operated by Lambert & Marjanne Vrijmoed. Lambert &
Marjanne are dedicated plants people with a philosophy of gardening that is best
described in their own words; “At the nursery we show and share dynamic planting
schemes in which not only colour and flowering time play a role but more so the
character, texture and flower shapes in order to create a garden that continuously
changes under the influence of light, wind, precipitation and time, demanding
different levels of appreciation from the viewer”.

It has been open to the public for the past ten years and has a unique way of displaying its
plants for sale. On one side of the pathway are mature specimens planted in combination and on
the other side of the pathway are the same plants in pots. That way you can see how the plant
you are interested in will look in your garden. For more information about the nursery visit their
website at www.freespiritnursery.ca.
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Lambert will be taking us on a special, guided tour of their private gardens that should last about
an hour and then we can wander the actual nursery and gardens. After that we will take a half
hour lunch break at a lovely sitting area in the nursery so please pack a lunch to bring with you.

Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2010
Time: 9:45am
Cost: $15.00
Location: Free Spirit Nursery, 20405 32nd Avenue, Langley, BC 604-533-7373
We will meet at The Natural Gardener at 9:45am, carpool out to Free Spirit and arrive at the
nursery for 11:00am
We should be back at The Natural Gardener by 2:00pm

The Katharine Nicol Garden

The Katharine Nicol Garden’s hardscaping was also designed by Ron Rule but the plantings are
all Katharine.  In addition to her wonderful selection of perennials, trees and shrubs Katharine has
also created a kitchen garden that supplies her family with vegetables all summer long.

Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010
Time: 6:00pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

The tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After the tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for you to enjoy.

The Lisa O’Donnell Garden

The Lisa O’Donnell Garden is a plant collectors dream.  Lisa has created an amazing collection of
plants, trees and shrubs and one of the most extensive collections of dwarf & miniature conifers
I’ve ever seen.  Lisa’s garden has been featured in several garden magazines during the past few
years.  Come and be inspired.

Date: Wednesday, June 16th, 2010
Time: 6:00 pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

The tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After the tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for you to enjoy.

Glendale Gardens & Abkhazi Garden

Glendale Gardens are located 12 km from Victoria in Saanich. The gardens are located in 8
acres of a 103-acre parcel of land. Here is a description of the gardens.  The Abkhazi Garden is
located a short distance from Government House in Victoria.

About Glendale Gardens and Woodland
The non-profit Horticulture Centre of the Pacific Society (HCP), which was formed in 1979,
operates Glendale Gardens & Woodland. By demonstrating and providing education in sound
gardening practices using the diversity of plants that can be grown in this area and by
rehabilitating and preserving natural plant and animal habitat we aim to inspire visitors to
celebrate the importance of plants in a sustainable world.
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The Site
Located in the Municipality of Saanich on Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia, the
peaceful rural site includes: 103 acres of land leased from the provincial government and features
demonstration gardens, a conservation park and facilities for private and community events.

Discover the Gardens
• 8 acres of spectacular gardens showcase over 10,000 varieties of plants (most labeled)
in 28 different areas designed to demonstrate landscaping techniques suitable for the
Pacific Northwest
• Some gardens are cared for by local clubs including: Dahlia, Heather, Rhododendron,
Lily and Hardy Plant
• Year-round interest includes the renowned Doris Page Winter Garden
• A tea room for lunch
This will be a fascinating and inspiring garden to visit.

From Glendale we will travel to the delightful Abkhazi Garden.

Abkhazi Garden
The Abkhazi Garden is an exquisite heritage home and garden. Prince and Princess Abkhazi
began creating their garden in 1946. This was the year they married and settled in Victoria, after
living separate lives touched by both privilege and tragedy. They immediately began to develop
their one-acre property, and continued to maintain and improve the garden throughout their lives
together.
The garden is very discreet from the street, with only hints of what exists beyond the hornbeam
hedge. What the visitor does find is a garden that embraces a natural landscape that is unique to
Victoria. The garden is blessed with dramatic glaciated rocky slopes, magnificent native Garry
oaks and gorgeous vistas. The garden is designed to make the most of these remarkable
features and it is the Abkhazis’ response to their landscape that qualifies it as a stunning example
of West Coast design. The garden flows around the rock, taking advantage of deeper pockets of
soil for conifers, Japanese maples and rhododendrons that over the last 50 years have grown to
an impressive maturity. Carpets of naturalized bulbs, choice alpines and woodland companions
provide interest throughout the year to the discerning plantsman, but it is the overall design that
leaves the greatest impression.
The Abkhazis worked together on their creation for over 40 years, referring to it as “their child”.
After their deaths the Garden changed hands, and in February 2000, The Land Conservancy
purchased the property to save it from becoming a townhouse development.
I have had the privilege of visiting this garden several times and it is a real joy to explore, especially in
mid-spring. They have rhododendrons that are nearly 100 years old and are more tree-like than shrubby. It
was a unique experience to wander among them. This is definitely a must see garden. Please visit their
website http://www.conservancy.bc.ca/content.asp?sectionack=abkhazi for more detailed information about
the garden.

Date: Sunday, May 30, 2010
Time: We will meet at The Natural Gardener at 7:30am to catch the 9:00am ferry to Swartz Bay arriving at
The Glendale Gardens at 11:00am.  We will leave Glendale Gardens at 1:00pm after having had lunch on
site and tour the Abkhazi Garden from 1:30pm until 3pm.  We will catch the 5pm ferry and should be back
at The Natural Gardener by 7:30pm
Cost: $95.00 includes ferry, gas and tours of both gardens.
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THE TERRANCE LITTLE & BEN CLAREMONT GARDEN

This BC Landscape & Nursery Association Award winning garden was designed & installed by
Anne Talbot-Kelly.  This project was the final step in a major home renovation that saw a rebirth
of a 1928 home. The goal was to integrate two separate buildings with a contemporary,
functional, and food-producing garden. Emphasis was placed on saving a heritage apple tree, re-
using materials, and adding sustainable gardening practices.

The garden design centered on the largest element – a forty foot, overgrown and neglected apple
tree. From there, various garden levels and spaces were created to use every inch of the 33’ by
122’ foot lot. Many of the original home’s elements were incorporated into the garden, including
the cement foundation, the home’s chimney bricks, as well as old windows, and even the
chimney top.

A few of the sustainable elements included, soil amendment (instead of removal), a rainwater
collection system, a drainage field, and a green roof. The result is a garden space that stays true
to the eco-visionary architect, Glenn Murcutt, who inspired the home renovation.
This garden shows how you can transform a completely featureless yard into a warm, welcoming
and beautiful garden space.

Date: Thursday, June 17, 2010
Time: 6:00pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

The tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After the tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for you to enjoy.

THE CLAUDE LEDOUX & ADRIAN MICHIELSEN GARDEN

The Claude Ledoux & Adrian Michielsen Garden

From Connie’s garden we will then travel to the Claude Ledoux & Adrienne Garden.  Claude is
the Parks Horticultural Manager for the city of New Westminster so you can just imagine what his
garden is like.  Both the front garden and the back garden are beautifully laid out and full of some
of the most interesting plants you’ll ever see.  The hardscaping Claude and Adrianne have done
is also quite something.  This is definitely a garden worth travelling to New Westminster for.

Date: Saturday, July 3, 2010
Time: 1:00pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour.
Cost: $15.00

GARDEN SAFETY

Now that we are all back in our gardens please be careful.  There are all kinds of ways to hurt yourself in
the garden so remember:

• Lift with your knees, save your back
• Use a kneeling pad
• Wear safety glasses when pruning trees and shrubs.  I know from first hand experience how easy it

is to poke your eye with a branch and how painful it is.
• Wear slip resistant shoes
• Always be careful when using your pruners and lopers.
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Gardening is a kind of disease.  It infects you, you cannot
escape it.  When you go visiting, your eyes rove about the
garden; you interrupt the serious cocktail drinking because of
an irresistible impulse to get up and pull a weed.  ~Lewis Gannit

THE NATURAL GARDENER GARDEN CLASSES SCHEDULE

SPRING 2010

Now in its 8th season, The Natural Gardener will be holding our popular Spring Garden
Classes to help you in your quest for garden knowledge.  If you’re like me you just can’t
get enough information about plants and gardening.  There always seems to be something
new to learn about or a new plant to discover.

We will be offering classes on everything from Organic Vegetable Growing to Summer
Container Gardening.  Take a look at the following class schedule and decide which
one(s) you’d like to take.

All classes are held at The Natural Gardener Garden Store, 4376 West 10th Avenue,
begin at 7PM, fill up fast and are limited to 15 people.  So don’t hesitate, book your
class(es) today.

You must pre-register for a class either in person, by phone or by e-mail.  When phoning
or e-mailing, a credit card number is required.

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call the store at 604-224-2207 or e-mail
us at info@thenatural-gardener.com.

I look forward to seeing you at one of our great classes.

Bob

THE NATURAL GARDENER GARDEN CLASSES SCHEDULE

SPRING 2010

March 16 Using Beneficial Insects & Companion Plants For Pest
Control In Your Garden
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
• With a greater understanding of how harmful pesticides are for your garden

and the environment people want to use other ways of controlling pests in
their gardens.  Bob will be speaking about the different types of beneficial
insects for the garden and companion planting to control pests.
Cost: $15.00 Class starts at 7pm
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April 6   Growing Native Plants in Your Garden
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
- Native plants add interest and texture to your garden and provide

food and shelter for a wide variety of local birds and animals.  Bob
will talk about the types of plants that are available, how to
integrate them into an existing bed and how to create a bed
composed entirely of native plants.  You’ll even get to take a small
plant home with you.
Cost: $15.00   Class starts at 7pm

April 20    Planting an Alpine Container
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
-    Alpines are the tiny treasures of the gardening world and they                                 

are more widely available now than they have ever been.  Using
containers of alpines on your patio or deck is a terrific idea since the
little plants are easily viewed from a comfortable height, and they
have so many interesting features when seen close up.  Bob will be
talking about alpines and their care and then we will plant up an
alpine container.  Plants, soil and container are included.  Just bring
your gloves.

      Cost: $50.00   Class starts at 7pm

April 27    Planting an Herb Container
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
-     With their flavours, textures, culinary and medicinal

uses herbs are more popular than ever.  Bob will give an overview
of the many types of herbs, including some of the more interesting
varieties that are available and their cultural requirements.  Then
we will put together an herb pot for  you to take home.  Bring a
10” – 12” container, your gloves and  secateurs.

     Cost: $30.00   Class starts at 7pm

May 4     Organic Vegetable Gardening
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
- Growing your own vegetables can be so rewarding.  Sweet carrots,

luscious tomatoes and delectable peas are just a few of the
vegetables you can grow in your own backyard.  Bob will talk
about where the best location is to locate your vegetable patch, soil
preparation, choosing the right seeds, organic fertilizer, companion
planting and natural pest control.  There will be an organic
vegetable seed pack to take home so you can get started.
Cost: $15.00   Class starts at 7pm

May  11 Summer Container Gardens
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
- There is nothing like a spectacular container garden to brighten

your patio or deck. Bob will share his extensive knowledge about
the different kinds of plants that can be used in containers, the
special requirements for keeping them healthy and full of colour
and he will talk about shade and sun containers.  Bring a 12” – 14”
container and you will make your own planter filled with annuals,
perennials and grasses.  You’ll be the envy of the neighbourhood.
Don’t forget your gloves & secateurs.  This is the most popular
class we offer so book early.
Cost: $50.00   Class starts at 7pm
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May 18 Vegetable Container Gardening
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener

Vegetables don’t only have to be grown in the ground.  If you live
in an apartment, condo or townhouse space is limited but you
would be amazed at what you can grow in a container.  As long as
you have a sunny spot  you can grow vegetables. Bob will talk
about how easy it is to do and what some of the special
requirements are for growing vegetables in a pot.  Then you will
plant up your very own vegetable container to take home. Bring a
12” – 14” container and we will supply the soil and vegetables.
Don’t forget your gloves.
Cost: $45.00   Class starts at 7pm

May 27 Contemporary Container Annuals
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
- The choice of annuals is growing as quickly as the

choice of containers to plant them in.  Learn to create vibrant
containers filled with contrasting texture for that WOW effect.
Bring along a 12”-14”container and you’ll plant it up.  A fun filled
evening with great ideas.  Don’t forget your gloves & secateurs.
Cost: $45.00   Class starts at 7pm

Gardening gives one back a sense of proportion about
everything - except itself.  ~May Sarton, Plant Dreaming Deep,
1968

I hope you found a few plants of interest this month and don’t forget to sign up for a garden tour
and/or class or two.  Spring is here, the gardens are a growing and I still get as excited as if I was
just starting out.  How about you?

Happy Gardening!

Bob


