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THE NATURAL GARDENER
NEWSLETTER

May has arrived and spring along with it, although a tad late.  April turned out to be quite a lovely
month if not a bit colder than I and the plants in the nursery would have liked.  But there was lots
of sunshine and not much rain.  If only it had been about 10 C warmer.  What I’m finding
interesting is that all the plants seem to be coming out in bloom all at once.  The cherry trees, the
rhododendrons, the azaleas, the lilacs are all in bloom now.  I almost feel like I’m back East.  As
I’m sure many of you are probably discovering many of the plants in my garden that I was hoping
were actually alive are not.  My passion vine is definitely gone to that great garden in the sky as is
my pittosporum, my black mondo grass and my eucomis.  Oh well, as I’ve said before, new
opportunities for new plants have appeared.

May is the busiest month for us gardeners and also for The Natural Gardener.  The nursery is
now bursting with prime perennials, comely clematis, tantalizing trees & shrubs, delicious
vegetables, delectable herbs, succulent succulents and amazing annuals.

In this very busy issue I will be talking about the plant of the month, the Harkaway Botanicals
Open House, May classes, Garden Tours, Mothers Day ideas, the Wonderful World of Hostas
and of course the To Do List.

Enjoy!

Bob

Clematis ‘Blue Light’
I have this in my garden and yes it really is this beautiful.
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF HOSTAS

Hostas are the real workhorses of the shade and woodland garden.  For colour and texture they
are second to none.  They range in size from monsters like Sum and Substance that can reach
a width of 6 feet, down to Hosta venusta, which is a cute little ground cover hosta that reaches a
maximum height of 6 inches and a width of 1 foot.  They even have fairly attractive flowers
although I tend to cut them off in my garden.  For me it’s all about the foliage.  From the puckered
deep blue of Love Pat to the variegated foliage of Patriot, June and Wolverine to the chartreuse
yellow of Golden Sunburst there is a foliage type for the most discriminating gardener.  They are
very easy to grow as long as you can keep the slugs and snails off of them, but more about that
later.  Best of all they get better with age.  Each season, hosta clumps get larger and margins on
variegated leaves become wider, puckering or seer-suckering in leaves becomes more prominent
and the colouring becomes more intense, especially in blue or gold-toned cultivars.

Growing Hostas

Soil – Hostas grow well in almost any type of soil but prefer a slightly acid soil rich in organic
matter.  I mulch mine with compost each spring being careful not to get to close to the crown as
rot can occur then.

Light - Early morning sun and filtered shade in the afternoon seem to be the ideal. The gold and
green types and many variegated varieties do need some sun to develop good leaf colour.
However, too much sun or intense sun at noon and not enough moisture can bleach the colour or
even scorch the leaves in mid-summer.  The blue-leafed varieties grow best in shadier parts of
the garden where less sun and cooler temperatures keep them at their bluest.

Spacing - Smaller varieties need to be planted closer together than the larger varieties. In
general, plant the large types about 30-36 inches apart will result in a "filled-in" look in a couple of
years. Planting medium varieties about 18-24 inches, smalls about 12-18 inches and dwarfs 6-8
inches apart will achieve the same result in most cases.  Keep in mind that some varieties
reproduce faster than others and some spread faster than others too. These suggested spacings
will achieve a "ground cover" look but if you're trying to create a "specimen" garden you'll want to
increase these spacings so that the individual plants can be appreciated without the distraction of
being cheek to jowl with their neighbours.

Fertilizing – Use a good organic fertilizer just as the leaves are coming up in the spring and then
several times throughout the growing season.  In late summer or early fall hostas will often get a
small growth spurt and will be appreciative of one last boost of fertilizer then.

Watering – In general hostas like it moist but don’t like to be in standing water.  A minimum of 1
inch of water per week is ideal and remember to water deeply to encourage deep root growth.  It
is best to water in the morning to prevent rot.

Propagation and Division - Propagation of hostas is easily achieved by dividing existing plants.
Division should be done when no shoots are growing from the center of the mature clump and
this bare area detracts from the appearance of the plant. Division of the clump will improve the
plant's appearance. Lift the entire hosta clump and wash the soil from the roots, if possible, to
make it easier to see where to cut to divide the clump. Cut with a sharp knife to make the
divisions.
Spring is the easiest time to divide plants because new shoots are only a few inches high and the
leaves have not expanded. Be careful not to over divide hostas in spring; divide only the fast
growing hostas then. Do not divide the sieboldianas or the Tokudamas in spring. New roots will
not grow until the foliage has fully expanded and hardened off. During this period, the leaves may
desiccate quickly on warm days, since the roots have been reduced in size or were injured during
division. A hot day may cause injury such as leaf burn, but this is probably not permanent
damage. Though spring division is easiest, summer division is preferred and can be done in
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September, at least 30 days before the first fall frost date. Warm soil and higher humidity at this
time promotes better root growth, and plants may put on a little growth spurt at this time.

Keep newly divided plants well watered for the first two weeks, especially if there is a period of
drought. Some of the larger leaves on a division may be cut back to reduce water loss. Frequent
division of a clump will restrict plant and leaf size, and keep it from developing to its desirable
mature features.

Pests – Slugs and snails are the main pests in urban gardens with the addition of deer in more
rural settings.  You can control slugs by either using Safers Slug Bait, Copper tape, Beer
Traps, Diatomaceous Earth or hand picking.  When using copper tape you must make sure
that the copper tape comes into complete contact with the ground around the hosta.  If there are
any spaces the slugs will find them and sneak in for dinner.  Safers slug bait is host specific and
will not harm pets or other animals.  It damages the slugs digestive track forcing the slug to stop
eating.  After eating the bait they creep away and die in 2 to 3 days.  Beer traps are made by
pouring beer into a shallow container set into the ground.  The slugs are attracted to the yeast in
the beer, crawl in and drown.  Diatomaceous earth is composed of millions of crushed diatom
shells and the slugs do not like creeping over the sharp edges of the shells.

Companion Plants – There are some wonderful companion plants that grow well with hostas,
enhancing their look and adding interest to the shade garden.  Group them with shade-tolerant
plants such as Tiarella (foamflower), Ferns, Astilbe, Ligularia, Siberian iris, Heuchera, Solomon's
seal or Pulmonaria.  Early blooming bulbs are especially nice with emerging hosta leaves. Spring
bulb foliage can be hidden after blooming by the larger hosta leaves. Recommended companions
include snowdrops, crocus, tulips, daffodils, trillium, anemones, and ranunculus.

Below are some of my favourite hostas:
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Hosta ‘Stained Glass’

Hosta ‘Gypsy Rose’

Hosta ‘Halcyon’

Hosta ‘Captain Kirk’

Host ‘Abiqua Drinking Gourd’

Hosta ‘Lakeside Butter Ball’
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

Thalictrum rochebruneanum – Meadow Rue

Thalictrum rochebruneanum is a striking perennial for the back of the border.  It has strong,
purple stems neatly covered with lacy, almost ferny foliage that rise up above the other perennials
in the garden.  Even without the flowers it is a lovely plant but when the lavender coloured flowers
appear in clouds above the foliage it is truly stunning.  I have one of these growing in a container
below my bedroom window and when it is in bloom in late summer it is a real pleasure to look out
the window into the many sprays of flowers.  It is easy to grow and is relatively pest free.  It may
need some staking to prevent a strong wind from blowing it over but other than that it is pretty
carefree.  A real must for everyone’s garden.

Zone: 7
Soil: Moist, well-drained
Light: Full sun to part shade
Height: 4’ to 6’
Spread: 3’

Gardening is a matter of your enthusiasm holding
up until your back gets used to it.  ~Author
Unknown
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MOTHERS DAY

On Sunday, May 11th we get to celebrate how wonderful and special our Moms are.  If you want
to get that special plant or garden gift for your Mom, The Natural Gardener has some unique and
interesting plants and garden gifts for you to choose from.

For the garden we have a choice selection of absolutely beautiful hanging baskets, perfect
perennials and some terrific trees & shrubs.  If you like Gingko Biloba trees we have both the
beautiful Autumn Gold and the very unique Witches Broom.  In addition there is the lovely
Magnolia ‘Elizabeth’ that has soft yellow flowers.  In roses we are carrying ‘Sexy Rexy’, ‘Foxy
Pavment’, ‘Iceberg’, ‘Emily Carr’ and more.

In the store we have gnomes, fairies, garden angels, garden goddesses, Lawrence Ruskins
hummingbird feeders, Mason Bee houses and a gorgeous selection of beautiful orchids.

A Very Happy Mothers Day to all you Gardening Mom’s from all of us here
at The Natural Gardener.

I love my mother as the trees love water and
sunshine - she helps me grow, prosper, and reach
great heights.  ~Adabella Radici

Saturday, June 13th

10am to 4pm

HARKAWAY BOTANICALS
2ND ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

You are cordially invited to an open house of Harkaway
Botanicals unique garden & nursery.  Refreshments will be

available while you browse for that special plant or two.
Plants will be available for sale courtesy of The Natural

Gardener.  See works by local watercolour artist William
Murray & purchase artisan beeswax candles by von

Hardenberg Candles.

245 Pembina Street, Queensborough, New Westminster
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GARDEN TOURS

The Robin Hopper Garden & The Abkhazi Garden

These are two stunning gardens, very different in style but rich in flower, foliage and texture.  We
will first be visiting the Robin Hopper Garden in the late morning and then head over to The
Abkhazi Garden before returning home to Vancouver.

The Robin Hopper Garden
This will be our first stop on our tour. Robin Hopper is an internationally known potter, teacher,
author, garden designer and arts activist. He has taught throughout Canada, and in England,
U.S.A., Australia, New Zealand, China and Japan. His ceramic work is in public, corporate and
private collections throughout the world. Next to ceramics, good living and travel, his other lifelong
passion is gardening, particularly the research into and love of Oriental gardens. His
“Anglojapanadian Garden" at ’Chosin Pottery has been featured in books, several television
programs and many magazines. Please visit his website at www.chosinpottery.com for more
information on Robin, his pottery and his garden.
Robin will be taking us around his wonderful garden and sharing his insights into what goes into
developing an Anglojapanadian Garden. After the tour you will have time to visit his on site
pottery studio. Who knows, you may find something just right for your garden or home.

Abkhazi Garden
The Abkhazi Garden is an exquisite heritage home and garden. Prince and Princess Abkhazi
began creating their garden in 1946. This was the year they married and settled in Victoria, after
living separate lives touched by both privilege and tragedy. They immediately began to develop
their one-acre property, and continued to maintain and improve the garden throughout their lives
together.
The garden is very discreet from the street, with only hints of what exists beyond the hornbeam
hedge. What the visitor does find is a garden that embraces a natural landscape that is unique to
Victoria. The garden is blessed with dramatic glaciated rocky slopes, magnificent native Garry
oaks and gorgeous vistas. The garden is designed to make the most of these remarkable
features and it is the Abkhazis’ response to their landscape that qualifies it as a stunning example
of West Coast design. The garden flows around the rock, taking advantage of deeper pockets of
soil for conifers, Japanese maples and rhododendrons that over the last 50 years have grown to
an impressive maturity. Carpets of naturalized bulbs, choice alpines and woodland companions
provide interest throughout the year to the discerning plantsman, but it is the overall design that
leaves the greatest impression.
The Abkhazis worked together on their creation for over 40 years, referring to it as “their child”.
After their deaths the Garden changed hands, and in February 2000, The Land Conservancy
purchased the property to save it from becoming a townhouse development.
I have had the privilege of visiting this garden several times and it is a real joy to explore, especially in
mid-spring. They have rhododendrons that are nearly 100 years old and are more tree-like than
shrubby. It was a unique experience to wander among them. This is definitely a must see
garden. Please visit their website http://www.conservancy.bc.ca/content.asp?sectionack=abkhazi
for more detailed information about the garden.

Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009
Time: We will meet at The Natural Gardener at 7:30am to catch the 9:00am ferry to Swartz Bay arriving at
Robin Hoppers Garden at 11:00am.  We will leave Robins Garden at 1:00pm after having had lunch on site
and tour the Abkhazi Garden from 1:30pm until 3pm.  We will catch the 5pm ferry and should be back at
The Natural Gardener by 7:30pm
Cost: $95.00 includes ferry, gas and tours of both gardens
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A TOUR OF THE PRIVATE GARDENS OF SUSAN KOELINK, LISA O’DONNELL &
KATHERINE NICOL

Due to the kind generosity of these three outstanding local gardeners I am once again able to
squire 15 lucky people through their beautiful gardens. Each garden reflects the talents of their
creators and both have much to show and teach us about gardening here on the coast. Two of
them, Susan Koelink & Lisa O’Donnell have also had their gardens featured in several garden
magazines over the past couple of years. Susan’s garden was also included on the Ballet BC
Home & Garden Tour in 2006.

The Lisa O’Donnell Garden
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009
Time: 6:30 pm
Location: will be given to you when you book
Cost: $15.00
Sorry, now full

The Susan Koelink Garden
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2009
Time: 6:30 pm
Location: will be given to you when you book
Cost: $15.00
Sorry, now full

The Katherine Nicol Garden
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2009
Time: 6:30pm
Location: will be given to you when you book
Cost: $15.00

Each tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After each tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for your enjoyment.
Glendale Gardens & Brentwood Bay Nursery
Glendale Gardens are located 12 km from Victoria in Saanich. The gardens are located in 8
acres of a 103-acre parcel of land. Here is a description of the gardens.

About Glendale Gardens and Woodland
The non-profit Horticulture Centre of the Pacific Society (HCP), which was formed in 1979,
operates Glendale Gardens & Woodland. By demonstrating and providing education in sound
gardening practices using the diversity of plants that can be grown in this area and by
rehabilitating and preserving natural plant and animal habitat we aim to inspire visitors to
celebrate the importance of plants in a sustainable world.

The Site
Located in the Municipality of Saanich on Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia, the
peaceful rural site includes: 103 acres of land leased from the provincial government and features
demonstration gardens, a conservation park and facilities for private and community events.

Discover the Gardens
• 8 acres of spectacular gardens showcase over 10,000 varieties of plants (most labeled)
in 28 different areas designed to demonstrate landscaping techniques suitable for the
Pacific Northwest
• Some gardens are cared for by local clubs including: Dahlia, Heather, Rhododendron,
Lily and Hardy Plant
• Year-round interest includes the renowned Doris Page Winter Garden
• A tea room for lunch
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This will be a fascinating and inspiring garden to visit.

From Glendale we will travel to Brentwood Bay Nurseries.  Brentwood Bay Nursery is a small
specialist nursery, located in Brentwood Bay on Vancouver Island's Saanich Peninsula. They
grow mainly unusual & hard to find perennials, shrubs and roses. They propagate and grow
perennials from seed and divisions from the gardens of themselves & their friends and from
across the world.  Some of the more unusual plants that I get for The Natural Gardener come
from this nursery and we are stopping here so you can find a treasure or two to take home with
you.

Date: Sunday, June 14, 2009
Time: We will leave from The Natural Gardener 8:45am to catch the 10:00am ferry arriving in
Swartz Bay at 11:35am.  We will drive to Glendale Gardens arriving at 12:00 noon.  We will
explore the gardens and have lunch on site until 2pm then head over to Brentwood Bay Nursery
arriving there at 2:30pm.
Cost: $95.00 includes ferry, gas & tour

THE ELIZABETH MILLAR GARDEN

The Miller Botanical Garden in located just north of Seattle. It was the private home and garden
of Elisabeth and Pendleton Miller. The garden is known for its exceptional collection of fine trees
and shrubs in addition to an expansive collection of woodland herbaceous perennials. The Millers
purchased the five-acre piece of land north of the Seattle city limits on a bluff above Puget Sound
in 1948. The site commands spectacular views of Puget Sound and the Olympic Peninsula, and
offers unique microclimates for growing plants. There are over 4,000 taxa, or different kinds of
plants, in the three acres of this uniquely landscaped garden.

The Miller Botanical Garden is still a private garden and is available for tours only on
Wednesdays & Thursdays from March until November with a maximum of 500 people each year so I was
thrilled to be able to actually book a date and share with you this fascinating and very special garden. For
more information on the Miller Botanical Garden please visit their website at www.millergarden.org.

Date: Thursday, June 18, 2009
Depart Vancouver from The Natural Gardener at 8:30 am
Arrive at The Miller Botanical Garden at 12:45 pm
Tour starts at 1:00pm
Tour ends at 3:00pm
Depart for Vancouver at 3:15 pm
Arrive in Vancouver at 7:15 pm
Cost: $30.00 includes car, gas & tour
Sorry, this tour is sold out.

All of these gardens are very special. I hope you will be able to join us for at least one of
them. To book one, two or all of the garden tours please contact us either by phone, e-mail or in person.
Don’t delay, several of them are almost sold out.

TOURS OF THE PRIVATE GARDENS OF CONNIE O’NEIL, CLAUDE LEDOUX &
ADRIANNE, TERRANCE LITTLE & BEN CLAREMONT AND PETER BARNSDALE

These are four new gardens that I am able to offer you because of the willingness of these six
outstanding gardeners to share the beauty of their gardens with you.  Each garden is a unique
expression of the vision each person had for their garden.  They are all different and offer you a
chance to be inspired by their vision.

THE CONNIE O’NEIL AND CLAUDE LEDOUX & ADRIAN MICHIELSEN
GARDENS
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The Connie O’Neil Garden

Connie’s beautiful garden is also located in Burnaby on a small city lot 49’ x 95’.  That includes
the house so you know it’s a small area to garden in.  Connie is a plant person and has
impeccable taste in plants.  Her front garden is full on sun and her back garden is full on shade.
You will find a delightful array of plants throughout the garden and inspiration galore.

Date: Saturday, July 4, 2009
Time: 11:00am
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour.

The Claude Ledoux & Adrian Michielsen Garden

From Connie’s garden we will then travel to the Claude Ledoux & Adrienne Garden.  Claude is
the Parks Horticultural Manager for the city of New Westminster so you can just imagine what his
garden is like.  Both the front garden and the back garden are beautifully laid out and full of some
of the most interesting plants you’ll ever see.  The hardscaping Claude and Adrianne have done
is also quite something.  This is definitely a garden worth travelling to New Westminster for.

Date: Saturday, July 4, 2009
Time: 1:00pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour.
Cost: $15.00

THE TERRANCE LITTLE & BEN CLAREMONT GARDEN

This BC Landscape & Nursery Association Award winning garden was designed & installed by
Anne Talbot-Kelly.  This project was the final step in a major home renovation that saw a rebirth
of a 1928 home. The goal was to integrate two separate buildings with a contemporary,
functional, and food-producing garden. Emphasis was placed on saving a heritage apple tree, re-
using materials, and adding sustainable gardening practices.

The garden design centered on the largest element – a forty foot, overgrown and neglected apple
tree. From there, various garden levels and spaces were created to use every inch of the 33’ by
122’ foot lot. Many of the original home’s elements were incorporated into the garden, including
the cement foundation, the home’s chimney bricks, as well as old windows, and even the
chimney top.

A few of the sustainable elements included, soil amendment (instead of removal), a rainwater
collection system, a drainage field, and a green roof. The result is a garden space that stays true
to the eco-visionary architect, Glenn Murcutt, who inspired the home renovation.
This garden shows how you can transform a completely featureless yard into a warm, welcoming
and beautiful garden space.

Date: Wednesday, July 8th, 2009
Time: 6:30pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

THE PETER BARNSDALE GARDEN

Peter’s garden is located in Burnaby in a townhouse.  Always an avid gardener he wasn’t about
to let a small garden area discourage him from creating an oasis to escape to.  This is a shade
garden and Peter has worked wonders using foliage texture and colour to create a lovely, serene
garden both in the front and in the back of his home.  His garden was on the Burnaby Garden
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Tour last year, has been featured in the Burnaby Newsleader newspaper and won Best Small
Garden 2000 in the Burnaby Gardens contest.

Date: Sunday, July 12
Time: 11 am
Location: will be announced closer to the date
Cost: $15.00

All of these gardens are very special. I hope you will be able to join us for at least one of
them. To book one, two or all of the garden tours please contact us either by phone, e-mail or in person.
Don’t delay, several of them are almost sold out.

No two gardens are the same.  No two days are the
same in one garden.  ~Hugh Johnson

MAY TO DO LIST

While it may be a busy time in the garden it is mostly the fun stuff, planting your purchases and
watching them grow rather than a lot of cleanup.  So have fun and take time to enjoy the fruits of
your labours.  I hear a glass of wine helps.

• Set out annuals
• Plant summer-flowering bulbs
• Plant balled-and-burlapped and container fruit trees
• Feed houseplants that are growing or blooming
• Plant or repair warm-season lawns
• Plant ornamental grasses
• Plant fall-blooming perennials
• Prune tender deciduous shrubs and vines
• Prune spring-flowering shrubs and vines during or just after bloom
• Sow seeds for warm-season vegetables
• Plant seedlings of warm-season vegetables including tomatoes
• Keep on top of the weeding.  A little work now will make for a more enjoyable summer
• Make sure your plants are well watered, especially those in containers.  They dry out

faster than you would think
• Don’t forget to mulch to keep down weeds and conserve moisture
• Houseplants can be moved outdoors now.  Well, maybe more towards the end of the

month.  Do it gradually to prevent them from getting sunburned

MAY GARDEN CLASSES

May  12 Summer Container Gardens
Instructor: John Cowie, Horticulturalist
- There is nothing like a spectacular container garden to brighten

your patio or deck. John is back once again to share his extensive
knowledge about the different kinds of plants that can be used in
containers, the special requirements for keeping them healthy and
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full of colour and he will talk about shade and sun containers.
Bring a 12” – 14” container and you will make your own planter
filled with annuals, perennials and grasses.  You’ll be the envy of
the neighbourhood.  Don’t forget your gloves & secateurs.  This is
the most popular class we offer so book early.
Cost: $50.00   Class starts at 7pm

May 18 Vegetable Container Gardening
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener

Vegetables don’t only have to be grown in the ground.  If you live
in an apartment, condo or townhouse space is limited but you
would be amazed at what you can grow in a container.  As long as
you have a sunny spot  you can grow vegetables. Bob will talk
about how easy it is to do and what some of the special
requirements are for growing vegetables in a pot.  Then you will
plant up your very own vegetable container to take home. Bring a
12” – 14” container and we will supply the soil and vegetables.
Don’t forget your gloves.
Cost: $45.00   Class starts at 7pm

May 25 Contemporary Container Annuals
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener

The choice of annuals is growing as quickly as the choice of
containers to plant them in.  Learn to create vibrant containers
filled with contrasting texture for that WOW effect.  Bring along a
12”-14”container and you’ll plant it up.  A fun filled evening with
great ideas.  Don’t forget your gloves & secateurs.
Cost: $45.00   Class starts at 7pm

There is no gardening without humility.  Nature is
constantly sending even its oldest scholars to the
bottom of the class for some egregious blunder. 
~Alfred Austin

Thank you for taking the time to read this latest addition of The Natural Gardener Newsletter.  I
hope it has inspired you to get out into the garden.  I will continue to bring in a choice selection of
plants throughout the season so I hope you will come by and check them out.

Happy Gardening!

Bob


