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THE NATURAL GARDENER
NEWSLETTER

May is finally here and now we are into full on Spring and all the wonderful times we can spend in
our gardens.  You know, planting, weeding, moving, changing, adding and hopefully eventually
enjoying.  I love this month, the weather is finally warming up (sort of), the nursery is bursting with
plants and everyone seems to be in a wonderful mood.  And most important of all, the
TOMATOES have finally arrived.  Tomatoes have become one of the most popular plants that
people buy this month.  As many of you probably know The Natural Gardener doesn’t carry
tomatoes until the temperature outside is just right.  That means waiting until May before we bring
in our large selection of heritage and heirloom tomatoes.  I would have loved to have them in April
but with nightime temperatures of 5C at night it is just too darned cold.  We should have our first
big order of tomatoes in the store by the 5th of May.  Annuals will start arriving now too and we
should have some by around the same time as the tomatoes.

As I mentioned the nursery is bursting with plants.  We have a full selection of vines now
including the Evergreen Clematis ‘Apple Blossom’.  It is a lovely evergreen clematis with pink
flowers instead of the usual white.  Very beautiful.  Lots of succulents are also now in.  I love
succulents for their wonderful foliage textures and we have a great selection.  Don’t forget to
include native plants into your garden scheme.  They make a great addition to any garden and
offer homes to many beneficial insects.

This is the month that we honour our mothers so don’t forget to spend some time with your Mom
out in the garden.  It doesn’t have to be your garden, visiting either or both Van Dusen Botanical
Gardens and the UBC Botanical Gardens is a wonderful way to spend an afternoon with your
Mom.

May is the busiest month of the year at The Natural Gardener so there is lots to talk about.
I will be talking about the Plant of the Month, Garden Latin, Garden Tours, Classes, more plants
for your garden, Mothers Day, a Contest and of course the To Do List.

Enjoy!

Bob

A tapestry of foliage from Susan Koelink’s garden.  Photo courtesy of Elaine Peterson
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MOTHERS DAY

On Sunday, May 9th we get to celebrate how wonderful our Moms are.  If you want to get that
special plant or garden gift for your Mom, The Natural Gardener has some unique and interesting
plants and garden gifts for you to choose from.

As many of you know I have a great supplier for my hanging baskets and they make the best
Mothers Day gift.  They are grown in 12” plastic pots and are packed full of colourful flowering
annuals.  Come on by and take a look at them, they are beautiful.

We also have planted containers filled with interesting & unusual plants and lots of other plants
for the garden.

In the store we have gnomes, fairies, garden angels, garden goddesses, Lawrence Ruskins
hummingbird feeders, Mason Bee houses and beautiful orchids.

A Very Happy Mothers Day to all you Gardening Mom’s from all of us here at The Natural
Gardener.
MAY TO DO LIST
While it may be a busy time in the garden it is mostly the fun stuff, planting your purchases and
watching them grow rather than a lot of cleanup.  So have fun and take time to enjoy the fruits of
your labours.  I hear a glass of wine helps.

•  Set out annuals
•  Plant summer-flowering bulbs
•  Plant balled-and-burlapped and container fruit trees
•  Feed houseplants that are growing or blooming
•  Plant or repair warm-season lawns
•  Plant ornamental grasses
•  Plant fall-blooming perennials
•  Prune tender deciduous shrubs and vines
•  Prune spring-flowering shrubs and vines during or just after bloom
•  Sow seeds for warm-season vegetables
•  Plant seedlings of warm-season vegetables including tomatoes
•  Keep on top of the weeding.  A little work now will make for a more enjoyable summer
•  Make sure your plants are well watered, especially those in containers.  They dry out

faster than you would think
•  Don’t forget to mulch to keep down weeds and conserve moisture
•  Houseplants can be moved outdoors now.  Do it gradually to prevent them from getting

sunburned

BENEFICIAL INSECTS
This is just a reminder that The Natural Gardener carries nematodes and ladybugs to help you
control some of those annoying garden pests.  We now have both in stock and will continue to do
so on a regular basis.  Just give us a call and we will set them aside for you.

  
Ladybug larvae & Ladybug adult
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One of the most delightful things about a garden is the anticipation it
provides.  ~W.E. Johns, The Passing Show

GARDEN TOURS

I love taking people on garden tours and sharing with them some of my favourite gardens to visit
and learn from.  Two years ago Bowen Island gardeners hosted the People, Plants and Places
tour and after a year off are once again opening their homes and gardens to the public.  It is a
great tour and one I don’t think you will want to miss.

FREE SPIRIT NURSERY

Free Spirit Nursery is owned and operated by Lambert & Marjanne Vrijmoed. Lambert &
Marjanne are dedicated plants people with a philosophy of gardening that is best
described in their own words; “At the nursery we show and share dynamic planting
schemes in which not only colour and flowering time play a role but more so the
character, texture and flower shapes in order to create a garden that continuously
changes under the influence of light, wind, precipitation and time, demanding
different levels of appreciation from the viewer”.

It has been open to the public for the past eleven years and has a unique way of displaying its
plants for sale. On one side of the pathway are mature specimens planted in combination and on
the other side of the pathway are the same plants in pots. That way you can see how the plant
you are interested in will look in your garden. For more information about the nursery visit their
website at www.freespiritnursery.ca.

Lambert will be taking us on a special, guided tour of their private gardens that should last about
an hour and then we can wander the actual nursery and gardens. After that we will take a half
hour lunch break at a lovely sitting area in the nursery so please pack a lunch to bring with you.

Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2010
Time: 9:45am
Cost: $15.00
Location: Free Spirit Nursery, 20405 32nd Avenue, Langley, BC 604-533-7373
We will meet at The Natural Gardener at 9:45am, carpool out to Free Spirit and arrive at the
nursery for 11:00am
We should be back at The Natural Gardener by 2:00pm

The Katharine Nicol Garden

The Katharine Nicol Garden’s hardscaping was also designed by Ron Rule but the plantings are
all Katharine.  In addition to her wonderful selection of perennials, trees and shrubs Katharine has
also created a kitchen garden that supplies her family with vegetables all summer long.

Date: Thursday, June 10, 2010
Time: 6:00pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

The tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After the tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for you to enjoy.
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The Lisa O’Donnell Garden

The Lisa O’Donnell Garden is a plant collectors dream.  Lisa has created an amazing collection of
plants, trees and shrubs and one of the most extensive collections of dwarf & miniature conifers
I’ve ever seen.  Lisa’s garden has been featured in several garden magazines during the past few
years.  Come and be inspired.

Date: Wednesday, June 16th, 2010
Time: 6:00 pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

The tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After the tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for you to enjoy.

Glendale Gardens & Abkhazi Garden

Glendale Gardens are located 12 km from Victoria in Saanich. The gardens are located in 8
acres of a 103-acre parcel of land. Here is a description of the gardens.  The Abkhazi Garden is
located a short distance from Government House in Victoria.

About Glendale Gardens and Woodland
The non-profit Horticulture Centre of the Pacific Society (HCP), which was formed in 1979,
operates Glendale Gardens & Woodland. By demonstrating and providing education in sound
gardening practices using the diversity of plants that can be grown in this area and by
rehabilitating and preserving natural plant and animal habitat we aim to inspire visitors to
celebrate the importance of plants in a sustainable world.

The Site
Located in the Municipality of Saanich on Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia, the
peaceful rural site includes: 103 acres of land leased from the provincial government and features
demonstration gardens, a conservation park and facilities for private and community events.

Discover the Gardens
• 8 acres of spectacular gardens showcase over 10,000 varieties of plants (most labeled)
in 28 different areas designed to demonstrate landscaping techniques suitable for the
Pacific Northwest
• Some gardens are cared for by local clubs including: Dahlia, Heather, Rhododendron,
Lily and Hardy Plant
• Year-round interest includes the renowned Doris Page Winter Garden
• A tea room for lunch
This will be a fascinating and inspiring garden to visit.

From Glendale we will travel to the delightful Abkhazi Garden.

Abkhazi Garden
The Abkhazi Garden is an exquisite heritage home and garden. Prince and Princess Abkhazi
began creating their garden in 1946. This was the year they married and settled in Victoria, after
living separate lives touched by both privilege and tragedy. They immediately began to develop
their one-acre property, and continued to maintain and improve the garden throughout their lives
together.
The garden is very discreet from the street, with only hints of what exists beyond the hornbeam
hedge. What the visitor does find is a garden that embraces a natural landscape that is unique to
Victoria. The garden is blessed with dramatic glaciated rocky slopes, magnificent native Garry
oaks and gorgeous vistas. The garden is designed to make the most of these remarkable
features and it is the Abkhazis’ response to their landscape that qualifies it as a stunning example
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of West Coast design. The garden flows around the rock, taking advantage of deeper pockets of
soil for conifers, Japanese maples and rhododendrons that over the last 50 years have grown to
an impressive maturity. Carpets of naturalized bulbs, choice alpines and woodland companions
provide interest throughout the year to the discerning plantsman, but it is the overall design that
leaves the greatest impression.
The Abkhazis worked together on their creation for over 40 years, referring to it as “their child”.
After their deaths the Garden changed hands, and in February 2000, The Land Conservancy
purchased the property to save it from becoming a townhouse development.
I have had the privilege of visiting this garden several times and it is a real joy to explore, especially in
mid-spring. They have rhododendrons that are nearly 100 years old and are more tree-like than shrubby. It
was a unique experience to wander among them. This is definitely a must see garden. Please visit their
website http://www.conservancy.bc.ca/content.asp?sectionack=abkhazi for more detailed information about
the garden.

Date: Sunday, May 30, 2010
Time: We will meet at The Natural Gardener at 7:30am to catch the 9:00am ferry to Swartz Bay arriving at
The Glendale Gardens at 11:00am.  We will leave Glendale Gardens at 1:00pm after having had lunch on
site and tour the Abkhazi Garden from 1:30pm until 3pm.  After the Abkhazi garden we will be visiting the
stunning Lily Maxwell garden just around the corner from Abkhazi Gardens.  We will catch the 7pm ferry
and should be back at The Natural Gardener by 9:30pm
Cost: $95.00 includes ferry, gas and tours of both gardens.

THE TERRANCE LITTLE & BEN CLAREMONT GARDEN

This BC Landscape & Nursery Association Award winning garden was designed & installed by
Anne Talbot-Kelly.  This project was the final step in a major home renovation that saw a rebirth
of a 1928 home. The goal was to integrate two separate buildings with a contemporary,
functional, and food-producing garden. Emphasis was placed on saving a heritage apple tree, re-
using materials, and adding sustainable gardening practices.

The garden design centered on the largest element – a forty foot, overgrown and neglected apple
tree. From there, various garden levels and spaces were created to use every inch of the 33’ by
122’ foot lot. Many of the original home’s elements were incorporated into the garden, including
the cement foundation, the home’s chimney bricks, as well as old windows, and even the
chimney top.

A few of the sustainable elements included, soil amendment (instead of removal), a rainwater
collection system, a drainage field, and a green roof. The result is a garden space that stays true
to the eco-visionary architect, Glenn Murcutt, who inspired the home renovation.
This garden shows how you can transform a completely featureless yard into a warm, welcoming
and beautiful garden space.

Date: Thursday, June 17, 2010
Time: 6:00pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour
Cost: $15.00

The tour should last approximately 11/2 hours.  After the tour complimentary wine and
appetizers will be provided for you to enjoy.

THE CLAUDE LEDOUX & ADRIAN MICHIELSEN GARDEN

The Claude Ledoux & Adrian Michielsen Garden

Claude is the Parks Horticultural Manager for the city of New Westminster so you can just
imagine what his garden is like.  Located in New Westminster both the front garden and the back
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garden are beautifully laid out and full of some of the most interesting plants you’ll ever see.  The
hardscaping Claude and Adrianne have done is also quite something.  This is definitely a garden
worth travelling to New Westminster for.

Date: Saturday, July 3, 2010
Time: 1:00pm
Location: will be announced just prior to the tour.
Cost: $15.00

BOWEN ISLAND PEOPLE, PLANTS AND PLACES TOUR

I’ve taken a group to Bowen Island for this tour once before and we had a wonderful time visiting
the many beautiful homes and gardens on Bowen.  This is an all day tour and one you won’t soon
forget.  We will catch the 10:05am ferry and arrive at Bowen Island at 10:25am.  Since this is a
self guided tour we will start at one end of the island and work our way around.  We will be
stopping for lunch at Carol Correl’s home on Smugglers Cove.  Carol will generously be providing
fresh made lemonade and a large deck overlooking the Cove where we can enjoy our lunch.
After the tour, for those who would like, we will be having dinner at Tuscany Restaurant and
catching the 7:20pm ferry to Horseshoe Bay.

Date: Sunday, July 18 th, 2010
Departure Time from The Natural Gardener: 9:00am sharp
Departure Time from Horseshoe Bay: 10:05am
Garden Tour from 10:30am until 4:30pm
Departure Time from Bowen Island if not having dinner: 5:15pm
Departure Time from Bowen Island if having dinner: 7:20pm
Cost: $45.00 includes Tour cost and Ferry cost.

This will be a great day so I hope you can join us.

WEEKEND GARDEN & WINERY TOUR TO THE OKANGAN

I am putting the finishing touches on this weekend away garden and winery tour but wanted to
give you advance notice.  We will head up Friday, September 10th and return Sunday, September
12th.  We will be staying at The Eldorado Hotel, located on Lake Okanagan.  We will visit 4
beautiful Okanagan gardens and 4 wonderful wineries.  More details will follow in the June
newsletter but if you are interested give me a call.

Date: September 10 th to 12 th, 2010

“I love my garden, it gives me peace in an all too hectic world.” -
Bob Tuckey

GARDEN CLASSES

May  11 Summer Container Gardens
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
- There is nothing like a spectacular container garden to brighten

your patio or deck. Bob will share his extensive knowledge about
the different kinds of plants that can be used in containers, the
special requirements for keeping them healthy and full of colour
and he will talk about shade and sun containers.  Bring a 12” – 14”
container and you will make your own planter filled with annuals,
perennials and grasses.  You’ll be the envy of the neighbourhood.
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Don’t forget your gloves & secateurs.  This is the most popular
class we offer so book early.
Cost: $50.00   Class starts at 7pm

May 18 Vegetable Container Gardening
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener

Vegetables don’t only have to be grown in the ground.  If you live
in an apartment, condo or townhouse space is limited but you
would be amazed at what you can grow in a container.  As long as
you have a sunny spot  you can grow vegetables. Bob will talk
about how easy it is to do and what some of the special
requirements are for growing vegetables in a pot.  Then you will
plant up your very own vegetable container to take home. Bring a
12” – 14” container and we will supply the soil and vegetables.
Don’t forget your gloves.
Cost: $45.00   Class starts at 7pm

May 27 Contemporary Container Annuals
Instructor: Bob Tuckey, owner of The Natural Gardener
- The choice of annuals is growing as quickly as the

choice of containers to plant them in.  Learn to create vibrant
containers filled with contrasting texture for that WOW effect.
Bring along a 12”-14”container and you’ll plant it up.  A fun filled
evening with great ideas.  Don’t forget your gloves & secateurs.
Cost: $45.00   Class starts at 7pm

PLANT OF THE MONTH

Peltoboykinia watanabei

Don’t you just love the name of this months Plant of the Month.  It rolls off the tongue so nicely.
Small but dramatic, Peltoboykinia (sorry there is no common name) is a quite rare woodland plant
from Japan that offers fabulous foliage and racemes of greenish-yellow flowers in the summer.
It’s leaves reach 1 foot across.   I love foliage plants and this is a must have in my garden and
yours.  It is easy to grow without being invasive as long as you provide it with rich, moist soil.
After it gets established it is surprisingly drought tolerant.

Zone: 5
Height: 15 inches, with flowers 30 inches
Spread:
Light: Shade to part shade.  Morning sun is good.
Soil: Moist, rich.
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BOTANICAL LATIN

At the suggestion of a good friend (you know who you are) I will be including one new botanical
latin word each month.  I think you may find it quite interesting and help with those pesky latin
names.

Campanulata

Botanical latin term meaning a plant having campanulate or bell-like flowers.
They may or may not resemble the genus Campanula (bellflower).

A weed is a plant that is not only in the wrong place, but intends
to stay.  - Sara Stein

EVEN MORE PLANTS FOR YOU GARDEN

Hosta ‘El Nino’

 This is a truly striking new hosta cultivar
from Holland.  It has foliage that is grey-blue
with a white margin.  Very lovely.  I have
mine in a square terra cotta pot and the
grey-blue foliage against the terracotta is a
beautiful study in contrasts.
This is a sturdy hosta, easy to grow and very
reliable.

Heucherella ‘Sweet Tea’

Sweet Tea has huge cinnamon stars that
are surrounded by the loveliest orange tea
coloured borders. It’s going to be a new,
instant classic for containers and the
garden. Undeniably the most intensely
coloured Heucherella ever! The big,
palmately cut leaves darken in the summer
and lighten up again in the fall.
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Jasminum officinale

A beautiful, fragrant jasmine vine that will
evoke memories of exotic locales as the
fragrance wafts across your patio or deck.
This is a hardy jasmine good to -12 C and
easy to grow in full sun.

Daphne houtteana

I am a big fan of the different varieties of
Daphne but Houtteana is one of my very
favourite.  It has gorgeous, rich purple-black
semi-evergreen foliage that makes it stand
out in the garden and lovely, scented purple
flowers in spring.  Give it a moist, well-
drained, sunny location and it will reward
you for years to come.

Itoh Peony ‘Cora Louise’

It took many years but Mr. Itoh finally was
able to cross the tree peony with the
herbaceous peony and created the Itoh
peony.  Cora Louise is probably one of the
most beautiful.  It starts flowering in late
spring and is a prolific bloomer once
established.  Reaching a height of 2 feet it is
very hardy and easy to grow so don’t be
intimidated by its beauty.

Agapanthus ‘Storm Cloud’

If you could only grow one agapanthus,
‘Storm Cloud’ is the one to grow.  Its dark
blue flowers appear on 3 – 4 foot stems
beginning in July and going on until
September.  It is drought tolerant but does
require well-drained soil.
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CONTEST

Vetta Chamber Music has very kindly offered 2 sets of two free tickets to their Friday, May 7th

concert called Celli and Friends.

Here are the details:

Celli and Friends   
Joan Blackman, violin
Jennie Press, violin
Yariv Aloni viola
Eugene Osadchy, cello
Olivia Blander, cello

Friday, May 7th, 2010 at 8 pm
West Point Grey United Church
4595 West 8th Avenue (at Tolmie)
Doors open at 7:30 pm

Program:
Boccherini   Quintet in C major
Halvorsen     Passacaglia (Duo for violin and viola, after Handel )
Schubert Cello Quintet in C major Opus 163, D.956

Here’s the contest part.  Where is the Claude Leduc & Adrian Michielsen garden located?  The
first two correct e-mail answers win the tickets.

I love my mother as the trees love water and sunshine - she
helps me grow, prosper, and reach great heights. 
- Terri Guillemets

Thank you for taking the time to read this months newsletter during such a busy time.  Busy as it
is remember to take some time to enjoy all the beauty around you.  I know for myself one of my
favourite things to do is to visit Van Dusen Gardens and walk through the Laburnum walk.  To me
there is nothing that represents spring more.

Happy Gardening!

Bob


