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In addition to all the beautiful Christmas Décor items The Natural Gardener will be carrying 
This year we have an enticing selection of garden oriented gifts for the discriminating gardener 
and none gardener alike. Unfortunately I don’t have any pictures available to me for a lot of the 
items but here is a sample of what we have for you: 
 

• Burgon & Ball Garden Tools.  These are made in England, especially well made and will 
be greatly appreciated by whoever receives them. 

• Aluminium Telescopic Garden Tools for those hard to reach places 
• Oprah favourite, Foxgloves.  With it’s sleek, classic design it will become your favourite 

pair of gloves 
• Mason Bee Houses.  Made in the Lower Mainland they will provide critical nesting habitat 

for the native, solitary Mason Bee 
• Plant A Tree Save A Planet gift box.  It’s the gift that grows for the gardener in everyone 
• Hand Blow Glass Hummingbird Feeders by local artist Lawrence Ruskin 
• Ceramic Strawberry Pot kit 
• Victoria’s Natures Garden Herb & Wildflower kits 
• Locally made Driftwood Birdhouses 
• Recycled Glass Slugs from Mayne Island artist Mark Lauckner 
• A selection of Concrete Garden Art from Vancouver Island artist Dustin Carlson 
• Table Top Fountains 
• Woodstock Chimes – the best chimes in the world 
• Joan Baker Painted Art Glass – beauty on glass 
• Pitt Meadows artist Brad Dinwoodies limited edition ‘Wall Flower’ Plaques 
• Made in Langley Tuscan Farms Gardeners Hand Soap, Hand Lotion & Muscle Soak, 

keeps your hands clean & fresh and your muscles soothed and relaxed 
 
There is a lot more to choose from at The Natural Gardener so please come by and take a 
moment to browse in the store.  As an added treat, on Saturdays and Sundays until Christmas we 
will be serving warm Organic Apple Cider and Bob’s fresh baked chocolate chip cookies to 
everyone who comes in.   
 

 
Christmas Lights at Van Dusen Gardens   

 
photo courtesy of Elaine Peterson 



BOB’S GARDEN 
 
I’ve had several people ask me what my garden is like but because I live in a Condo I’m not able 
to offer tours of it.  Surrounded by a 5 foot high fence I have a 400 square foot ground floor 
garden with most of it taken up by a cedar deck.  I have a three foot strip of garden along the 
south fence which widens into an 8’ x 5’ area where my pond used to be (before the raccoons 
destroyed it). 
I have many, many planters on the deck and lots of plants in the actual garden beds.  Here are a 
few pictures I took of my garden from this summer.   
 

 
Hostas, Japanese Painted Fern & 
Glaucidium palmatum against the west 
fence. 
 

 
My water feature surrounded by hosta, 
Brunnera “Jack Frost” and a very large 
Arisaema. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This planter full of Hakonechloa aurea 
divides my deck in half.  You are looking 
west from the dining table. 
 

 
You have to walk through my arbour to get 
to the dining area.  I have Clematis 
“Durandii”, Rose “Warm Welcome” and 
Clematis “Lemon Bells” growing on it.  I 
have a family of Chickadees nest in the nest 
box every spring. 
 



 
 
 

 
The south east corner of the garden with my 
treasured Acer palmatum “Ukigumo” and a 
terracotta birdbath with a Robin Hopper 
ceramic Koi. 
 

 
Several hostas in the foreground with a 
Daphne ‘Brigg’s Moonlight’ and a 
Pittisporum atropurpureum in the pot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Japanese honeysuckle and Clematis on the 
East Fence 
 

 
        Some of my succulent collection 
 

 
These are almost all new plants from this 
year.  I just can’t seem to stop. 
 



That’s it for this month.  With Christmas coming up fast (there are only 71/2 weeks until it’s here) I 
hope we’ve provided you with a few ideas and some inspiration to help you in your Christmas 
shopping.  During this busy time do take a moment to walk through your garden and soak in all 
the fall colours and the spicy scents that are all around you. 
 
Happy Gardening! 
 
Bob 
 
 
There can be no other occupation like gardening in which, if you 
were to creep up behind someone at their work, you would find 
them smiling.  ~Mirabel Osler 
 
 




